
this " National folly " of arresting and sending to
jail these poor victims, should cease. A new depar¬
ture is demanded, and they should be recognized as

diseased and sent to hospitals, under the care of
physicians. A long residence in such a hospital
would be an experiment that would be infinitely
more humane, hygienic and economical, and fraught
with the most important results to both the race and
civilization. The practical point for our American
physicians is to take up the subject of inebriety and
study it as a purely medical topic, and not leave it
to police courts and moralists to point out the evil
and its remedies. The British public are alarmed at
the extent of the evil, and cast about wildly for help.
If the medical public had made this a scientific study,
they would long ago have pointed out the means of
prevention and cure.

The same thing is repeated here. The drink prob¬
lem including both men and women, and the use of
all narcotic drugs, are studied by moralists and non¬

experts, and the medical profession, to whom it
rightly belongs, " pass it by on the other side." Both
alcoholic and opium inebriety have already invaded
our cities, neighborhoods, and even our homes, and
the pledge, the prayer, the police court and punish¬
ment are the only remedies we can offer. Moral,
religious and knavish quacks offer all sorts of spe¬
cifics, but the evil goes on unchecked. The time is
coming when the medical profession will teach the
world the causes and remedies for this great and
widespread evil of the century.

FIXATION OF THE SHOULDER IN THE TREATMENT
OF DISLOCATION.

Surgeon-Major Hamilton, of the British Army,
has made use of inelastic webbing to obtain fixity of
the arm and shoulder. His method has been found
effective in the dressing of a dislocation upward of
the outer end of clavicle. According to the Ameri-
can Practitioner and News, July 30, the steps of the
process of Mr. Hamilton are: first, the surgeon
places a very large pad in the axilla of the affected
side, and then passes around the arm of that side
and so on around the body a piece of soft inelastic
webbing about 1\m=1/2\inch wide; this band is made to
overlap 3 inches. The ends are held by stitching.
Another piece of the same webbing is stitched at
the back to the body-belt; brought firmly over the
point of luxation, over which is placed a pad secured
in place by stitching to the underside of the second
strip; then made fast by sewing to the body-belt in
front. In order to maintain downward traction, a

perineal band is made to pass from the body-belt
behind to a buckle attached to the same in front.
The hand and forearm must be carried in a short
sling. It is only necessary to unbuckle the perineal
band when the patient goes to stool. Mr. Hamilton

finds that this apparatus furnishes an absolute fixity
of arm and shoulder.

NAVAL SURGEONS VOLUNTEERING FOR MILITARY
HOSPITAL DUTY.

In the recent civil warfare in Venezuela some of
our naval surgeons have done honorable and humane
emergency service. After the skirmishes that took
place near La Guayra a considerable number of rev-
olutionists, though badly wounded, were without any
surgical aid. Some of them lay for hours without
even a primary dressing for their wounds. This state
of affairs having come to the knowledge of the Amer-
ican (United States) naval officers, Medical Inspec-
tor Tyron, of the Chicago, went to the front and or-

ganized a hospital service at Macuto. He was assis-
ted by two junior surgeons of the Chicago, and by
the surgeons of Spanish, English and German ships
in port. The men whom they went to serve had
neither surgeons nor supplies.
Dr. Tyron and his staff were obliged to find their

own instruments, bandages, appliances and medi-
cines. One of the surgical staff of the Chicago, re-
mained at the hospital every night. Some of the op-
erations, such as resections at the hip and shoulder,
required constant supervision; gangrene was not
wanting in two or three cases to complicate the sur¬

geon's duties. All honor to the Chicago's staff, and
to their humane colleagues !

EDITORIAL NOTES.
King's College, London.\p=m-\This institution, best known in

this country by reason of being the field of Sir Joseph Lis-
ter's later labors, is also one of the centers of post-graduate
instruction. It is there that the lectures and laboratory
tuition of Professor Cruikshank are given in bacteriology.
It was there that Sir Thomas Watson and Budd, Ferrier,
George Johnson and Playfair havewrought and pursued their
respective investigations beneficial to progressive medicine.
A singular feature is noted in the London Echo, that while
the institution is called a "college," it is worthy to be
ranked as a University, and that although it bears the name

of the King, it is the most democratic movement in Lon-
don's educational enterprises. "The practical character of
this democratic institution is its great glory." Nearly 600
students are now connected with this "Poor Man's Univer-
sity"\p=m-\theevening classes at King's. That this has been a

boon to the poorer part of London's great life is a fact
impossible to exaggerate.
In Dr. Billings' National Medical Dictionary, one-third of

the terms defined are Latin, being only 1,500 less than the
English. We must also not fail to take into account the
words derived from the Latin but incorporated into English
and not credited to their Latin origin. " The practice of
adding to the English vocabulary words adopted from the
Latin and Greek is still carried on with activity, and there
is little prospect of its ceasing. It is almost necessary as a

means of denoting those new objects, ideas and relations,
which are continually appearing and demanding expression.
The resou rces of the English for the formation of new words
from elements already existing in it are so limited that aid
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